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Items approved at the last Medical Executive Committee meeting can be viewed by using this website link and selecting the particular 
month:  https://www.torrancememorial.org/for-providers/medical-executive-committee/ 
 
If you have any questions, please contact the Medical Staff Services Department at (310) 517-4616. 
 
 

https://www.torrancememorial.org/for-providers/medical-executive-committee/
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DEA Warning: Scammers Impersonating DEA Agents 
Victims losing money, personal identifiable information 

 

WASHINGTON – The Drug Enforcement Administration is warning the public of a widespread 
fraud scheme in which telephone scammers impersonate DEA agents in an attempt to extort 
money or steal personal identifiable information. A new public service announcement aims to 
raise awareness that DEA will never phone demanding money or asking for personal              
information. 

There are variations in the false narrative, among them, that the target’s name was used to rent 
a vehicle which was stopped at the border and contained a large quantity of drugs. The caller 
then has the target verify their social security number or tells the target their bank account has 
been compromised. In some cases, the caller threatens the target with arrest for the fictional 
drug seizure and instructs the person, over the phone, to send money via gift card or wire     
transfer to pay a “fine” or to assist with the investigation or with resetting the bank account. A 
portion of an actual scam call was captured by DEA and can be heard here. 

Employing more sophisticated tactics, Schemers have spoofed legitimate DEA phone numbers 
to convince their target that the call is legitimate, or texted photos of what appears to be a       
legitimate law enforcement credential with a photo. The reported scam tactics continually change 
but often share many of the same characteristics. Callers use fake names and badge numbers 
as well as names of well-known DEA officials or police officers in local departments. Additionally, 
they may: 

• use an urgent and aggressive tone, refusing to speak to or leave a message with anyone 
other than their targeted victim; 

• threaten arrest, prosecution, imprisonment, and, in the case of medical practitioners and 
pharmacists, revocation of their DEA registration; 

• demand thousands of dollars via wire transfer or  in the form of untraceable gift card       
numbers the victim is told to provide over the phone; 

• ask for personal information, such as social security number or date of birth; 

• reference National Provider Identifier numbers and/or state license numbers when calling a 
medical practitioner. They also may claim that patients are making accusations against that 
practitioner.  

 
DEA personnel will never contact members of the public or medical practitioners by telephone to 
demand money or any other form of payment, will never request personal or sensitive infor-
mation over the phone, and will only notify people of a legitimate investigation or legal action in 
person or by official letter. In fact, no legitimate federal law enforcement officer will demand cash 
or gift cards from a member of the public. You should only give money, gift cards, personally 
identifiable information, including bank account information, to someone you know. 

The best deterrence against these bad actors is awareness and caution. Anyone receiving a call 
from a person claiming to be with DEA should report the incident to the FBI at www.ic3.gov.  The 
Federal Trade Commission provides recovery steps, shares information with more than 3,000 
law enforcement agencies and  takes reports at reportfraud.ftc.gov.  For any victims who have 
given personally identifiable information like a social security number to the caller, can learn how 
to protect against identity theft at www.identitytheft.gov. 

Reporting these scam calls will help federal authorities find, arrest, and stop the criminals en-
gaged in this fraud. Impersonating a federal agent is a violation of federal law, punishable by up 
to three years in prison; aggravated identity theft carries a mandatory minimum sentence of two 
years in prison plus fines and restitution.   

https://youtu.be/MtUiH8u7TyI
https://youtu.be/XkD8Qon7FhQ
http://www.ic3.gov/
https://reportfraud.ftc.gov/#/?orgcode=UDEA
http://www.identitytheft.gov/
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Meeting Registration - Zoom  

https://tmmc.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZckcOqhqT8sGtRKU8G2oNd-bqPWuHBvR5VB
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Diabetes Awareness Day
March 22nd

Outpatient 

Diabetes Education 

310 – 891-6707

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-
NC
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Meeting Registration - Zoom  

https://tmmc.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZckfuygqz4iG9NBdjPdXK8hIeGxVv0eGegJ


 

 

        CME CONFERENCES 
                        Wednesdays, 12:30 p.m.  
             Hoffman Health Conference Center 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

28 
 
 

29 
 
    

30 
 
   
 
 
  

31 
 
   

1 
 

  7:00a Thoracic Tumor Board 
  7:00a Surgery Department 
  7:30a IRB Committee 
 

4 
 
12:30p Cardiology 

5 
 
12:30p Infection P&T 

6 
 
   
  7:00a CV Conference 
 

7 
 
  7:00a Breast Tumor Board 
  7:45a Gen Tumor Board 
12:30p MSPI Committee 

8 
 
  7:00a Thoracic Tumor Board 
12:00p Neurovascular Case Conf 
12:30p Critical Care 
 

11 
 
12:30p Credentials 

 
 

12 
 
8:00a TCU Committee  
6:00p Medical Executive Committee 

13 
    
  7:00a Anesthesia PI    
  7:00a CV Conference 

14 
 
  7:00a Breast Tumor Board 
  7:00a Cardiac PI 
  7:45a CNS Tumor Board 
12:30p Stroke Committee 
      

15 
 
  7:00a Thoracic Tumor Board 
 

18 
 
12:00p Burn & Wound Surgery 

19 
 
12:30p EDIE  Pt Care Committee 
 

20 
 
  7:00a CV Conference 
 

21 
 
  7:00a Breast Tumor Board 
  7:30a Family Practice Department 
  7:45a GI Tumor Board 
  9:00a Emergency Department 
 12:30p Pediatric Department 
 1:00p C-Section Committee 

22 
 
  7:00a Robotic Surgery  
  7:00a Thoracic Tumor Board 
12:00p Neurovascular Case Conf 
 
 
   

25 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
 7:00a Breast Program Subcommittee 
12:30p  OB/GYN Department 
   

27 
 
  7:00a CV Conference 
   
 

28 
 
  7:00a Breast Tumor Board 
  7:45a GI Tumor Board 
12:30p Credentials 
  5:00p Bariatric Surgery Committee 
 

29 
 
  7:00a Thoracic Tumor Board 
12:30p Medicine PI 
 
 

Torrance Memorial Medical Center is accredited by the Institute for 
Medical Quality/California Medical Association (IMQ/CMA) to provide 
continuing medical education for physicians. 
 

Torrance Memorial Medical Center designates this live activity for a 
maximum of 1 AMA PRA Category I CreditTM.  Physicians should claim 
only the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in 
the activity. 
 
 
For up-to-the-minute conference information call (310) 784-8776 
or visit:  http://www.torrancememorial.org/For_Physicians/
Wednesday_CME_Conferences.aspx  

Medical Staff Calendar   
April 2022 

April 20, 2022 
Dementia 
Thomas Caprio, MD 
University of Rochester Medical Center 
Commercial Support: None 

April 6, 2022 
Rheumatoid Arthritis 
Asena Bahce-Altuntas, M.D. 
Jacobi Medical Center/North Center 
Bronx Hospital 
Commercial Support: None 
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May 4, 2022 
Fatty Liver 
Walid Ayoub, MD 
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 
Commercial Support: None 

May 11, 2022 
NO CONFERENCE April 13, 2022 

NO CONFERENCE May 18, 2022 
Urinary Incontinence 
Ekene Enemchukwu, M.D., MPH 
Stanford University School of 
Medicine 
Commercial Support: None 

May 25, 2022 
NO CONFERENCE 

April 27, 2022 
NO CONFERENCE 

http://www.torrancememorial.org/For_Physicians/Wednesday_CME_Conferences.aspx
http://www.torrancememorial.org/For_Physicians/Wednesday_CME_Conferences.aspx


 

 

Welcome New Practitioners 

  
Cherie S. Blair, M.D. 
Medicine 
UCLA Infectious Diseases 
200 Medical Plaza Suite 365-C 
Los Angeles, CA 90095 
Phone: (310) 206-7663 
Fax: (310) 206-1609 
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Address Change 
Ripu D. Arora., M.D. 
23150 Crenshaw Blvd, Ste 100 
Torrance, CA 90505 
 
Reza Askari, M.D. 
Providence Medical Institute 
Torrance OB/GYN 
20911 Earl St. Suite 440 
Torrance, CA 90503-4355 
Phone: (310) 419-8585 
Fax: (310) 419-8583 
 
Harold Kaplan, M.D. 
Celibre Medical Corporation 
23211 Hawthorne Blvd. Ste 200 
Torrance, CA 90505 
Phone: (310) 373-5000 
Fax: (310) 373-5012 
 
Daniel Krivoy, M.D. 
Angeles Eye Institute 
19000 Hawthorne Blvd, Ste 100 
Torrance, CA 90503 
 
Group Name Change 
Kambiz Dardashti, M.D. 
Genesis Healthcare Partners 
 
Lawrence M. Flechner, M.D. 
Genesis Healthcare Partners 
 
Alec S. Koo, M.D. 
Genesis Healthcare Partners 
 
Royal S. Park, M.D. 
Genesis Healthcare Partners 
 
 
Phone/Fax Change 
Alfred C, Marrone, M.D. 
Phone: (310) 373-6708 
Fax: (310) 961-2032 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Medical Staff Newsletter ProgressNotes is published monthly 
for the Medical Staff of Torrance Memorial Medical Center.   
 
Vinh Cam, M.D.      
Chief of Staff     
Robin S. Camrin, CPMSM, CPCS 
Vice President, Medical Staff Services &  
Performance Improvement 
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